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\What is a Young Ranger?

A Young Ranger fearlessly investigates
the complexity and values of the
natural and cultural resources that
parks and museums preserve.

Thanks to the Young Ranger
international programme you will
EXPLORE unique environments and
LEARN about their biodiversity, helping
to PROTECT them ensuring the
possibility for wildlife and humans to
live together... to COEXIST.

About thig booklet...

Through this booklet you will learn
about the fascinating world of a wild
carnivore, the wolf! ...and understand
that living near wild animals is not
always easy.

You will play and learn stepping into
the shoes of a park ranger, a
researcher, a hunter, a shepherd and
many mare parties that face
important challenges to reach a
sustainable coexistence.

How to become
aYoung Ranger?

To earn a Young Ranger Badge
complete the activities in this booklet
according to your age, as indicated
below:

O O 9
AGE 5-7 AGE 8-12 AGE 13+

Bring your completed booklet
to the visitor centre of the Park
or Museum you are visiting

or send an email to...
info@lifewolfalps.eu




The exploration confinues
through all Parks and
Museums you see in the
Young Ranger Map!

At each Park or Museum request a
special Young Ranger Poster for more
fun activities (or download it from the
LIFE WolfAlps EU website
www.lifewolfalps.eu)

And there’s more!
Gomplete your
Young Ranger Pass
collecting

all the stamps!

| er's ger started!

When you see
this symbol it is
time to explore!




Discover Biodiversity

HELLO!

I'M 4 PARK RANGER.
| SPEND MOST OF MY
DAY IN THE FIELD
PROTECTING THE

Pm’éﬁgg%ﬂgﬁg URE | NEED YOUR HELP

/ FOR MY DAILY REPORT:
BEHAVING WELL' DURING YOUR OUTING MARK |
ON THE DRAWING ALL THE
ITEMS YOU FIND AND .
RECOGNIZE.




A HABITAT IS THE HOME
OF AN ORGANISM: IT
PROVIDES WATER,
FOOD, SHELTER AND
SPACE. FOR THEIR
SURVIVAL, ORGANISMS
DEPEND ON HEALTHY
HABITATS: HELP
PROTECT THEM!

Everyone has the right to be in the
mountains to do their job or practice
their hobby.

Understanding each other's point of
view is the key to live in shared
landscapes: this is something a Young
Ranger learns in the field!

Note that the drawings are not to scale and for
illustrative purposes only.




Now, a little bit of history..

HI THERE!

| AM A WOLF!

MY ANCESTORS
LIVED THROUGHOUT

THE EURASIAN CONTINENT,

NORTH AMERICA

AND JAPAN.

SINCE
THE 19TH CENTURY
OUR POPULATIONS
SEVERELY DECREASED DUE
TO HUMAN PERSECUTION,
PREY REDUCTION
AND DEFORESTATION.

IN A FEW DECADES
WE BECAME EXTINCT
IN MOST OF CENTRAL
EUROPE AND
THE UNITED STATES!

AFTER THE SECOND
WORLD WAR, HUMANS MOVED
TO THE CITIES AND LEFT
MY FEW WOLF FRIENDS WITH MORE
PREY AND WOODS TO ROAM.

IN ITALY, SOME OF THEM SLOWLY
MOVED FROM THE APENNINES
TO THE ALPS, REACHING EVERY
ALPINE COUNTRY AND THE
FIRST HILLS AND PLAINS!

| sporadic

.“ Presence, status uncertain
Counity / region:

[] surveyed

T _INodata collected

Adapted from Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe, 2018.
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CHALLENGE TIME!

Tick the correct answer.

How did we come back?

O With a parachute

@ Natural migration

QO Reintroduced by humans

How did humans find out about our

return?

O We sent humans an email

O Someone saw wolves

hitchhiking on the highway

. Humans found our scat

and tracks in the mountains

DID YOU KNOW?

THE WOLF WAS ONCE THE

WORLD'S MOST WIDELY
DISTRIBUTED MAMMAL/

WHAT IF WE RUN
INTO EACH OTHER?

NOTHING PERSONAL, BUT KNOWING
HUMANS | TRY TO AVOID THEM! | DO NOT
EVEN NEED TO USE MY POWERFUL SENSE
OF SIGHT, SMELL AND HEARING TO TELL
IF HUMANS ARE APPROACHING:
THEY ARE SO NOISY!

BUT IF OUR PATHS
HAPPEN TO CROSS,
| RUN AWAY. DO NOT

FOLLOW ME, | CAN GET

REALLY SCARED!

TIME TO REFLECT

| KNOW MANY PEOPLE
ARE NOT HAPPY ABOUT
OUR COMEBACK. WHAT DO
YOU THINK? TRY TO EXPLAIN
YOUR OPINION
IN A FEW LINES.




How do | look like?

DID YOU KNOW?

IN ITALY ON THE APENNINES, WOLVES HAVE
BLACK STRIPES ON THEIR FORELIMBS

MY HEAD
..IN SUMMER OUR COAT IS LESS THICK THAN
15 FLATTENED IN WINTER AND IT TURNS TO A MORE REDDISH
| HAVE A LEAN BUT \ BROWN COLOUR.
MUSCULAR BODY, PERFECT
FOR CHASING MY PREY! | HAVE A BROAD SNOUT
AND LARGE NOSE PAD:/
THE COLOUR W EARS IDEAL TO SNIFF ROUND! g
S CENERALLY GREVISH  4fE SHORT
I R REYI AND ROUNDED
AT CiEers,  CHALLENGE T
FROM A DISTANCE! Try to draw a wolf based on the information | have

given you and the illustrations you find in this booklet.

THE TIP OF

MY TAIL IS BLACK. MY BEAUTIFUL

AND INTENSE EYES
7 arE YELLOW!

. MY JAWS ARE
STRONG AND MY CANINE

TEETH ARE VERY SHARP:
| AM A TOP PREDATOR!

| CAN WALK LONG DISTANCES
WITH MY POWERFUL LEGS!




Meet the family!
AT

CHALLENGE TIME!

Order the wolf's sentences and match
them with the appropriate drawing.

DID YOU KNOW?

THE NUMBER OF WOLVES IN A
PACK AND THE PACK'S TERRITORY
DEPEND ON PREY ABUNDANCE.

IN EUROPE WOLVES WEIGHT ABOUT

,:? ' 25-40 K6, BUT IN NORTH AMERICA
’ AND SIBERIA THEY CAN REACH
£ 60-80 KG!

= ™

—

A_We are social animals: our B_After 1 or more vears, C_As pups we spend most of D_After 2 months, our wolf
packs are extended family some of us leave to search for our time in an undisturbed mum delivers 3-4 pups: they
groups with a male and a female a mate, establish a new “rendezvous site": we start are blind and deaf!

who are generally the only ones territory, and even start their learning the real life of the

who reproduce (January-April). own pack... how cool! pack and how to hunt!



\What has just happened?

HELLO!
I AM A BIOLOGIST,
I STUDY ANIMALS
AND THEIRHABITATS.

DID YOU KNOW? @

WOLF-HOWLING AND
CAMERA TRAPS ARE USEFUL
TO VERIFY THE PRESENCE

o /}& = g ) OF PUPS N THE PACK.
-r_" : g i ' = a

WOLVES ARE VERY
DIFFICULT TO SEE!
SO T HAVE TO DETECT ANY
SORT OF SI6N OF THEIR
PRESENCE, TAKE PICS AND

COLLECT SAMPLES! 4

SOMETHING
HAS HAPPENED HERE...
WILL YOU HELP ME RECON-
STRUCT THE STORY
BY LOOKING CLOSELY
AT THE CLUES?

Wd
L

-
e
- -

Along your trail take note of the
traces you see and try to identify
the animals that crossed your path.




CHALLENGE TIME!

Match the animals with their tracks.

Badger

Bear

Ibex

Fox

Wild B

d Boar DID YOU KNOW?
TRACKS AND SCAT (URINE AND
FECES) TELL US A LOT ABOUT
THE HABITS OF THE ANIMALS
THAT SURROUND US.

Otter

Hedgehog

THE DROPPINGS COLLECTED
IN THE FIELD AND ARE ABLE TO
TELL US EXACTLY WHO DID

IT!!! AND EVEN WHAT ANIMALS
HAD FOR wncu!J

Frog

Wolf

CHALLENGE TIME!

Help me prepare my fieldwork backpack: circle
the items i put in the check-list.

VESK@QAQRTDPITYBNXSG
THCI YSVRLNEQYVL
wgvYK PJRFKBFCQY
LFee SJDPRJLKO
c LF@oMw
CXBGZI

E QWJPHLHY

VBF I4F Y RBD Z L

RWE DEBEKOV
QE PCs

HPI
EWHV JIYUM PHQ
HEN NPTITIV MaN
GEEENES X J X DYR

XCUBJRDN MJI1 U
CTEERFSC INRUJ
JTVMLQ@BYV RFBE |

THNCCevaCchEzNAM<
Q
N
<

Map, GPS, Notebook, Pencil, Camera, Plastic bags,
Ruler, Binocular, Tweezers, Disposable Gloves,
Tubes, Labels.



HI THERE!
I AM A HUNTER
AND T LIKE TO GO HIKING
IN THE MOUNTAINS AND HILLS
SEARCHING FOR MY ASSIGNED
GAME TO CULL.

Predators and Hunters

DOy

T WAS ASSIGNED

A Z-VEég-]%Lé) MALE CHALLENGE TIME!
R R. : ' A -
CAN YOU IDENTIFY Identify each animal and circle the assigned game.
IT WITH ME? WILD BOAR BLACK GROUSE

——

DID YOU KNOW?

EACH COUNTRY
APPLIES STRICT
HUNTING RULES,
BUT THERE ARE
DIFFERENCES.

SO HUNTERS MUST
ALWAYS CHECK
THE SPECIES THAT
CAN BE HUNTED.




oW do they
choose their prey?

DID YOU KNOW?

WOLVES ARE
GENERALIST-
-OPPORTUNISTIC
PREDATORS:
THEIR DIET
CHANGES IN
RELATION TO PREY
AVAILABILITY.

THE EASIEST TO
CATCH, THE BEST
TO HUNT/

L

09

CHALLENGE TIME!

Fill in the blanks with the correct words and use them in the
crossword. Be careful: You will find some intruders!

2

6|H

NESEEIEEE

o|m|m[o|o|m|x]|

DR

RIOID E[N T O|E|D|E|E

R SIES

un|=[olz[=]|x[x]

............................................................................................

appear on the menu!

As you see, wolves select their prey, looking for the easier kill!

Red Deer  Rodents Seeds Shark Humans
Roe Deer  Hare Berries Sheep Chamois
Wild Boar  Grasses Iguana Goats



IT FARMING 1S
A VERY DIFFICULT JOB,
1 AM A SHEPHERD, ESPECIALLY NOW THAT
I SPEND MOST OF THE WOLF HAS RETURNED:
THE SUMMER IN PASTURES IT 1S NOT JUST AN ECONOMIC
WITH MY HERD OF SHEEP. PROBLEM BUT ALSO
I LOOK AFTER MY FLOCK AN EMOTIONAL
ALWAYS KEEPING DISTRESS!

A WATCHFUL EYE.

HELLO!

An old but new challenge
for livestock farmers

o

OUR TRADITIONAL ot

AND HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS \
ARE THE RESULT OF A GREAT

EFFORT: LIVING WITH PREDATORS

CHALLENGE TIME! IS NOT EASY BUT WE DO OUR
Identify and circle at least 3 protective measures : ; ——— — N/ BesT J‘ﬁfvv(gg ﬂgll:PF aEMCKS
used by the shepherd to protect the flock. . - f i '. )8 N\ PROTECT MY ANIMALS?

T et
]

!
=

e < o

Along your trail note down
the protective measures you
see near grazing animals




A WELL
MANAGED PASTURE

MAY BENEFIT
THE ENVIRONMENT/

Anevolving situation

CHALLENGE TIME!

Protect our sheep! A wolf is approaching my
pasture. use the correct protection measure to

stop him from sneaking in!

& W

Fence

DID YOU KNOW?

SINCE THE WOLF BECAME
EXTINCT IN THE ALPS,
MANY SHEPHERDS LET
THE HERD UNGUARDED ON
PASTURES, NOT USING
OLD PREVENTION
MEASURES ANY MORE.

HOWEVER, THE RETURN
OF THIS PREDATOR
REQUESTS THE BEST
POSSIBLE PROTECTION
AND PASTURE STRATEGIES
TO LET GRAZING
LIVESTOCK DO ITS “JOB"!

Umbrella Sheperd Slipper Acoustic aversive device Livestock guarding dog



I's a (Livestock Guarding)
Dog's life!

HI! T AM THE LIVESTOCK
BUARDING DOG OF THE
SHEPHERD YOU JUST MET/
MY JOB IS VERY TOUGH
BUT T HAVE BEEN TRAINED
ALL MY LIFE TO DO IT!

*
s ATTENZIONE!

LIFE 18 NAT/IT/000972

s kf\ CANI DA PROTEZIONE DEL BESTIAME o
”F[ me&ﬁ];EU - man:i;::‘m seiun pericolo e si &rr‘:lzh:lflgimn - Mﬁl
BEWARE! Livestock guarding dogs around. If you behave correctly,
the dogs that y t a danger and they calm d

Se sel in bici, scendi e procedi
a piedi, aggirando il bestiame
bike

Please, walk your
if you're riding one

Fermati e mantieni la calma: non gridare, non assumere
atteggiamenti minacciosi, non voltare le spalle al cane
Stop & keep calm: don't shout, do not try to scare the dogs,
do not turn your back on them

Tieniti il pid possibile
lontano dal b
Keep away from the herd

Tieni il tuo cane Se c'@ il pastore nelle vicinanze, Quanda il cane si & allontanato, prosegui
al guinzaglio richiama la sua attenzione lentamente, aggirando il bestiame

If the shepherd Is nearby, When the dog has moved away,

cail for his attention mave slowly around the herd

: { \ » QX

- =
6) 'J" =
+{ Insieme, l’ispﬁﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂ‘ il |ﬂﬁ'°l‘? dei pastori

e la tranquillita degli animali al pascolo

Together, we respect the work of the shepherds
«and the quiet of the grazing animals

Warning billboard on Livestock Guarding Dog (LGD)
you might see during your excursion.

Q " CHALLENGE TIME!
Fill in the blanks with the help of billboard above:

approaching the herd, | BAQK ........................ to scare them away. | am afraid of
sudden movements. So humans should pass by SLOWLV ................ . When

approaching my herd, humans should keep their dogs on the LEASH ............... .
(LEASH, BARK, PROTECT, SLOWLY).



CHALLENGE TIME! CHALLENGE TIME!

What's the difference between a livestock guarding dog and herding dog? The Draw the pasture you saw during your trip
dogs are describing themselves... can you tell who says what?

T AM BIGGER
THAN YOU!

I GREW UP ALWAYS

IN CONTACT
WITH MY FLOCK. \
e I CAN BE A CROSS

OF MANY BREEDS! Z=

1 MAY BE SMALLER BUT
I AM SUPER ENERGETIC
AND A TIRELESS RUNNER/

I CAN BE A MAREMMANO-

T AM TRAINED TO KEEP ABRUZZESE SHEEPDOG,
THE HERD TOGETHER/ A KARST SHEPHERD, . . R /7
AN ANATOLIAN SHEEPDOG ji R
A GREAT PYRENEES P e
T PROTECT THE FLOCKS OR OTHER BREEDS. . e 11



IS the wolf always the “nad guy™?

WOY
CHALLENGE TIME!

How much do you know about myths and
stories on wolves?

Look at the images and give the title to the
stories they represent choosing from the list.
Then mark with a “+" f the wolf has a positive
image or a *-" if it is a negative character.

(RED RIDING HOOD, WHITE FANG, THREE
LITTLE PIGS, THE WOLF AND THE LAMB).

THREE LITTLE PIGS

;" - Wl



-

DID YOU KNOW?

HELLO!
I AM AN ANTHROPOLOGIST

N“é“?uév%‘evﬁﬁw Tﬁfg Sng?.F WEREWOLF AND
|
REPRESENTED IN PAST LYCANTHROPY ARE TWO
AND PRESENT CULTURES DIFFERENT THINGS. THE FORMER

AND HOW IT EVOLVED. REFERS TO THE MYTHICAL BELIEF
IN THE TRANSFORMATION

OF A MAN INTO A WOLF, WHILE
THE LATTER DEFINES A STATE

OF SEVERE MENTAL ILLNESS.

THERE ARE
HUNDREDS OF BELIEFS
ABOUT THE WOLF ALL OVER THE
WORLD. IT IS MOST FREQUENTLY
PORTRAYED AS EVIL, ESPECIALLY
IN RURAL AREAS THAT DEPEND
ON LIVESTOCK AS

DID YOU KNOW?

NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES,
BUT REMEMBER... SIOUX, CHEYENNE AND PAWNEE,
THE ARE NO 600D IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES

OR BAD ANIMALS:
THEY SIMPLY FOLLOW
THEIR NATURE!

WITH THE SOCIAL AND
PREDATOR IMAGE OF THE WOLF
AS THEY WERE HUNTERS TOO.

")

\
;»'“\

Scan the
During vour trip search for old QR code
stories about animals, asking the to check
park rangers, local people or your your

teacher! answers!




How Young Ranoers
hehave inaprofected area.

We are all part of nature and everyone has the right to enjoy it
respecting the environment and other people.

Be careful and silent: keep your distance
from wildlife.

Produce as little trash as possible and take
it all home. If left in the wild it can become
a lethal trap for many animals!

Light fires only in designated areas. Even
a small fire can do a lot of damage!

@

Leave nothing but footprints, take nothing
but pictures!

Rocks, plants and animals only retain their
beauty and function as long as they stay
in their environment.

Let the animals be wild: don't share your
yummy snack with them, they are very
good at getting food on their own!

Follow marked paths and do not abandon
them: you will avoid damaging fragile
ecosystems and creating shortcuts that
facilitate landslides when it rains.

Learn about local history and traditions:
share what you saw and learned, you will
help protect unique environments!
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" YOUNG RANGER PLEDGE \

As a Young Ranger, s
l, '

promise to learn all | can to help preserve and protect wildlife, . = =

THE ENVIRONMENT, BUT PHOTOS, OFF THE PATH WILL BE MY GAZE —

= MEMORIES AND EMOTIONS T WILL FORGET MY HURRY AND WILL ;.
\ " TWILL LEAVE NOTHING BEHIND ME,  BE KIND TO THE HIKERS T MEET \g
 4PART FROM MY FOOTPRINTS ALONG THE TRAL, OFFERING HELP

T WL NQURE ABOUT THE pisks THaT N CASE OF NEED %
THE MOUNTAN ENTALS VDT WL T WLL BE CURIOUS IND RESPECTFUL)
- TAKE THE NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS  OF THE WORK OF MOUNTAN - /¢
“_CAS.TWALK,T WILL BE CAREFUL AND | BopeE AND TRY TO ggﬁ,’;g%g‘;’f e

uﬂ‘

SIUENT, TO SPOT THE ANIMALS IN
?3 WTHOUT DSTURBING THE PROPUCTS S
" P SIGNATURE L e S
— /’//' o~ ‘ \ = ‘-e-' “\‘W.\
Ve

‘-./.__'-'-‘,/.llj = = Ve “.)‘
A e T BT

‘\Y‘"’ NSED 77 —_— — T - . \‘\“\\

history, and natural features. When I'll return home, | will show othes - - 5.,

how to protect the natural world. C S e v
| pledge: R
T WON'T TAKE ANYTHING AWAY FROM THE ONLY THING T WILL LET WANDER | ‘\

i) //J)],é{_ \e\\\))\\\,

Draw here what you liked the most during

your visit to the Park or Museum!

Texts and scientific supervision:
LIFE WOLFALPS EU Project Team

lllustrations: Alfredo Dellavalle
Graphic design and layout: www.diegoviada.com
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Young Ranger Network
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MUSE - Museo Scienze Trento

Parc national des Ecrins
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Parc national de Port-Cros
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Parc naturel régional du Massif des Bauges
Parc naturel régional des Préalpes d'Azur
Parc naturel régional du Vercors

Parco Adamello

Parco Fluviale Gesso e Stura

Parco Natura Viva — Fondazione ARCA
Parco Naturale Adamello Brenta Geopark
Parco Naturale Alpi Liguri

Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime

Parco Naturale Antola

Parco Naturale Aveto

Parco Naturale Beigua

Parco Naturale Dolomiti Friulane

Parco Naturale Marguareis

Parco Naturale Mont Avic

Parco Naturale Montemarcello-Magra-Vara
Parco Naturale Prealpi Giulie

Parco Nazionale Dolomiti Bellunesi

Parco Nazionale Stelvio

Parco Nazionale Val Grande

Parco Orobie Bergamasche

Parco Orobie Valtellinesi

Parco Paleontologico Astigiano

Triglavski narodni park
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