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LIFE WolfAlps EU and the
world of fact-checking
LWA EU project and the role of a verified information

The project
LIFE WolfAlps EU (LWA EU) is a European project funded by the program
LIFE, an EU’s funding instrument for the environment and climate action. The
Nature and Biodiversity sub-programme aims to protect and restore Europe’s
natural environment by halting and reversing biodiversity loss.
The project started in September 2019 and it is scheduled to be completed by
September 2024. LWA EU aim is to build a better coexistence between wolves
and humans who live in the Alpine region, to improve their relationship and to
guarantee the conservation of the species.

LWA EU focuses on:
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prevent wolf’s attacks to livestock;
monitoring and estimate the status of the entire Alpine wolf population;
decrease the level of poaching;
detect and control wolf-dog hybridization;
involve stakeholders and establish a dialogue to create new solutions;
a scientific and fact-checked communication;
increase knowledge on wolves among schools and students;
ecotourism;
evaluate the role of wolves in predator-prey-hunters dynamics with direct
hunter participation, to favour hunter-wolf coexistence.
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The key role of fact-checking

Fake news spread faster than verified and fact-checked information, as
many academic research has confirmed. Faster diffusion of false information
has been observed in several areas: politics, daily events, natural disasters,
financial information, health. The same dynamics characterize news and topics
related to animals: large carnivores – especially wolves – are often involved in
false and misleading news stories.
This document will explore how to better spot fake news, and what we can do
to stop the spread of disinformation. We will analyze the main hoaxes about
wolves and we will discover how we can daily contrast this phenomenon.
Fact-checking and debunking techniques will be useful to better understand
how fake news could be stopped. One of the aims of the LIFE WolfAlps project
is to improve wolf-human coexistence: a fact-checking approach to the news
is a way to achieve such goal.

Fake news, disinformation and misinformation
When we refer to false information, ‘fake news’ is the most widely and
commonly used expression. According to the Cambridge Dictionary’s definition,
fake news is «false stories that appear to be news, spread on the internet or
using other media, usually created to influence opinion or political views, or
as a joke». However, experts refrain from using the expression ‘fake news’
for two reasons: it is inadequate to describe the complex phenomena of
disinformation and has begun to be appropriated by politicians to describe
news organizations whose coverage they find disagreeable.
Broadly speaking, there are two different types of fake news: stories that are
completely false and stories that are not 100% accurate. As we will discover
later in this handbook, information pollution can be of different types and the
best solution to stop the spread of dis- and misinformation is to not be caught
unprepared.
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It is important to recognize cases of misinformation from
those of disinformation. Misinformation is an information
that is false, but was not created with the intention to cause
harm. Disinformation is an information that is false and
deliberately created to harm a specific person, social or ethnic
group, organization or country. The third category involved is
malinformation: the term describes genuine information that
is shared with an intent to cause harm (addresses, phone
numbers, private photos and videos).

Most commonly asked questions

INTENT TO HARM

FALSENESS

MISINFORMATION
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Nice to meet you, I’m the wolf
that lives in the Alps

DISINFORMATION

MALINFORMATION

Source: First Draft
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Fact-checking and debunking: verified facts and news
One of the most effective way to fight against fake news is adopting the online
behavior of a fact-checker, and publish or share only verified information.

As you may read in the following pages, information pollution can be spread
in several ways and can adapt to different formats: if fake information has
been consciously or maliciously spread towards LWA EU, it must be contrasted
following fact-checking and debunking best practices.

Fact-checking is a journalistic technique based on the verification of
information, numbers and data in order to establish how accurate news and/
or politicians’ statements are. Debunking is a journalistic technique focused on
the verification of news, images, social media content, or even WhatsApp texts
that are not related to politics.

In the next chapters, you will learn and understand the best practice to factcheck and debunk topics related to wolves, in order to be able to do your best
if you find a fake or misleading content.

Fact-checking practice as we know it today was born in the United States in
the early 2000s, even if the fact-checking method has a longer tradition in
journalism through editorial processes in magazines. Starting from the 2000s
and linked to the crisis of traditional journalism, fact-checking has gradually
disappeared from newsrooms. Today, when we talk about fact-checking we
think mainly of independent projects and newsrooms that verify and debunk
what social networks,public figures and even traditional media share.
The International Fact-Checking Network (Ifcn) was launched in September
2015 to support fact-checking and debunking initiatives around the world.
The Ifcn’s Code of Principles is a series of commitments organizations abide
by to promote excellence in fact-checking, such as accuracy, nonpartisanship
and transparency in their work and methods. Over the years, fact-checker’s
methods and instruments have changed but the aim is still the same: give
readers high-quality information.
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The Different Types of Mis- and Disinformation
Source: First Draft

FALSE CONNECTION
When headline, visuals or caption don’t support
the content

FALSE CONTEXT
When genuine context is shared with false contextual
information

MANIPULATED CONTENT
When genuine information or imagery is
manipulated to deceive

MISLEADING CONTENT
Misleading use of information to frame an
issue or individual

IMPOSER CONTENT
When genuine sources are impersonated

FABRICATED CONTENT
New content is 100% false, designed to
deceive and do harm

SATIRE OR PARODY
No intention to cause harm but has potential to
fool
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Nice to meet you, I’m the wolf
that lives in the Alps
Most commonly asked questions

Fact-checking and debunking are not only reactive processes in front of false
or misleading news: in order to stop the spread of mis- and disinformation it is
crucial to work on the dissemination of verified and fact-checked information.
Below you can find some key information on wolves that are not widely known
and are often substituted by hoaxes and urban myths.

What does a wolf look like?
Wolves living in the Alps are usually about the same size as a German
shepherd dog, with an average weight of 30-40kg (females weight is about
20% less than males). Wolves have a narrow chest, long limbs with big paws
and a strong skull; their eyes are yellow. The tail measures about a third of the
body length. The color of the coat tends to be greyish with more or less tawny
or dark shades in winter, while less thick and reddish in summer.

What do wolves feed on?
Wolves are generalist carnivores, and their diet depends on the most common
and accessible species in their habitat. They prefer wild (and domestic)
ungulates and more rarely small vertebrates or even carcasses.
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How often do wolves reproduce?
Wolves reproduce only once a year, between January and March. Gestation
lasts about 63 days , giving birth to 3 or 4 cubs.

Who is part of a pack?
A pack is a reproductive unit, i.e. a family, made by a male, a female and their
pups (from previous and current years). Parents are generally the only ones
who reproduce. The pack is usually composed of up to 5 wolves, but the
number can change during the year between 2 and 11 animals. In summertime
and at the beginning of winter, the pack is usually bigger because of newborns
and some young wolves born in the previous year living together before the
latter leave the pack.

Is the number of packs in an area limited?
Wolves are territorial animals and they use to remain in their territory in
a permanent and exclusive way. When other wolves come across a pack’s
territory, fights can occur. For that reason, the number of packs in a specific
area is limited and cannot grow exponentially.

Do wolves move during the day?
Wolves usually move during the night, from sunset to sunrise. The reason is
that during those hours most of the humans are sleeping and their activities
are stopped: the human disturbance is lower both for wolves and their prey
and they leave their shelters for food. However, wolves can also move during
the day, especially in areas with lower human presence.
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Do wolves approach villages and towns?
Yes, it happens, especially in small villages next to woods or in the
lower parts of valleys. It is more frequent in wintertime, when their
preys live at lower altitudes, or if humans leave food waste near
their villages. The wolf generally avoids contact with humans as
much as possible. In the last few years, sightings have become more
frequent because wolves are starting to expand their presence also in
flatlands. In these areas the possibility of street- or urban crossings
are higher.

What should I do (and what I should not do) if I encounter
a wolf?
Encountering a wolf is hard: wolves usually move away very quickly
when they notice humans nearby. In case you spot one or more
wolves, the best thing to do is to stay silent and avoid any interaction
with the animals. If the wolves are nearby – which could happen in
areas where both wolves and humans live – a behavior of respect and
good common sense is always recommended. If the wolf is feeding or
if it is with its cubs, it must not be disturbed. If a wolf looks bold with
humans, the episode needs to be reported to authorities. Never give
food to wolves, and never approach them.

Is the wolf a protected species?
Yes, the wolf is a species protected by European Union legislation.
Thanks to those rules, the wolf cannot be killed. In exceptional
cases, legislation allows a derogation which consent the competent
authorities to take actions against specific animals.
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How to fact-check claims about
wolves: suggestions and tools
What happens when mis- or disinformation meet narratives
around wolves

It is really important to follow some easy rules for approaching the news
correctly and to avoid the risk of misjudging a content. Simple questions and
following some useful tips is also usually enough. In this chapter you will
find some fact-checking methods and tools that can be helpful if you need to
understand how reliable news regarding wolves or their habitat are. Let’s see
how we can fact-check information about wolves.

5 steps to fact-check:

First Draft, is a project founded in 2015 and dedicated to the fight against
online mis- and disinformation. It identified 5 steps that can be helpful in
spotting fake news.
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Develop a critical mindset: why has the story been written? Is it trying to
persuade the reader of a certain viewpoint? Is it trying to sell the reader a
commercial product?
Check the source: who is the author of the article? Are you looking at the
original piece of content?
Check date and location: when was the content created? Where was the
content created?
Check the context: is the image/video really what it purports to be?
Look for motive: why was the content created? Is there a clear reaction
that the content wants to elicit from users?
23

Develop a critical mindset
Fake news, bad information or conspiracy theories can be hidden anywhere,
both in traditional and new media. It is often hard to resist them, because
they leverage on emotions such as fear, fury and hatred, and those emotions
contribute to a faster spread. On the other hand, fact-checking and debunking
only leverage emotions such as careful judgment, rationality and patience that
need time to be processed.
Online hoaxes often spread so quickly because people like the idea of telling
others something that they did not already know and because they want to
be the first to share the news. Some fake news is dangerous and can harm
something or someone: think before you share, and consider the possible
effect of spreading false contents.
Even reliable sources can share inaccurate or fake news: a useful tip is to
always look for at least two reliable sources covering and confirming the same
story. If the answer is “no”, be doubtful.
Never stop at the headline, but always open the link and read the whole article.
Sometimes headlines can be misleading or too short to fully explain a topic, or
even being used to attract readers.
It is important to ask yourself the reason why an article looks interesting: if it
looks too good or too bad to be true, or if it seems to be written with a specific
ideological stance in mind, or if key rational arguments are missing, you could
be facing fake or misleading content. A critical mindset is useful also when you
approach news related to wolves in order to have the right approach with it.
Sometimes media sources report news about wolf attacks targeting humans
or domestic animals: truth is often more complex.
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EXAMPLE 1.
On November 18, 2020 an Italian local newspaper from the Northern region
of Liguria wrote an article about a fight between a man and a wolf, under the
title: I was assaulted by a wolf a few steps from my house. This is an example of
how important it is to develop
a critical mindset in order to
assess a strong title and correctly
understand the facts.
The man involved in that news
story claimed that the wolf
«snarled» at him and that he
was «shocked», a vocabulary
that contributed to give dramatic
undertones to the event. Without
stopping at the title and at a few
quotes, a reading of the whole
article would have conveyed that
it was not the case of a direct
wolf-man attack, but rather of a
close encounter between a man
inside his car and a canid which,
according to the description of
the involved person, could have
been something different from
a wolf. The real story appears to
be one of an interaction between
man and wolf (or other canid),
much less sensational than
what it looks like from the initial
headline.
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Check the source
Where does the content come from? Who spread it? Who is the author?
Checking the source is essential to correctly contextualize a news, a single
piece of information or a multimedia content. Both Google and the main social
networks have specific internal searching tools that are efficient and are
characterized by different filters. These are often useful for understanding more
about the original source of a news item.
Advanced Google search gives the search engine extra elements to narrow the
results, giving users only the most relevant information related to the keyword
used. Similar features are present also in the advanced Facebook and Twitter
searches: after logging in in both social platforms, users are able to set an
advanced research using keywords and filtering results.
Having a clear idea of the source is key not only when dealing with a news item
found on the Internet or on social media: it is also crucial for YouTube videos. If
the source is not rightly identified, disinformation cases like the one below can
occur.
EXAMPLE 2.
In March 2021 a YouTube video about wolves went viral: it showed a pack of
wolves attacking and killing a dog kept on a chain. The last images showed
the pack carrying the carcass away. The false news spread about the episode
having occurred in Italy. An analysis of the source of the video demonstrates
that its actual location was in Russia, the episode happened in that country and
a Russian account originally uploaded it.
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Check date and location
The narrative around wolves is often formed by images and videos, contents
that pair with news but often are not correctly put in their original context.
Checking date and location of news, photos and videos is crucial to understand
if the image/video is real, if they have been modified (e.g. by adding or
removing details), if the image/video corresponds to the associated news and
if they are actually related.

EXAMPLE 3.
Lots of social media users
shared this picture allegedly
showing an European female
wolf protecting its lover from
another wolf in June 2021.

How can dates and locations be fact-checked?

The picture is real, but has
been decontextualized: date
and location are false. The
picture was actually shot in
Minnesota (United States)
and was originally published
on Flickr in March 2009 by
an account under the name
“Jeannie Paul”.

There are different free online tools. Thanks to Wolfram Alpha, for example,
users can check the weather conditions for a specific place at a specific time,
discovering what the weather was like. Such information allows users to
compare images with their original caption and serve as a first check of their
veracity. Online tools such as Google Street View and Google Maps are useful
in checking specific locations and their features, comparing them to the ones
present in the image or video that needs to be checked.
Metadata associated with images are extremely helpful to discover detailed
information on dates and places. Metadata refer to information embedded in
an image, such as the camera model, original size, timestamp and geographical
coordinates. Tools such as Exiftool and Fotoforensics can help you extract and
read metadata.
As it often happens for social media content, also images and videos that deal
with wolves can be decontextualized and generate mis- and disinformation:
checking the media content for time and location helps avoiding the risk of
falling into this trap.
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The International Wolf Center
based in Ely said that the
wolves in the picture are
three males: the one pursing
lips is the pack’s leader, while
the other two are brothers.
The wolf that bowed its head was submitting, while the other was adopting a
defiant attitude.
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Check the context
Do the posted image or video really show what they claim? Are they out of
their original context? To find out and to understand if a photo or video has
been used correctly in a given context, it is important to know how to use a
debunking technique called reverse image search.
Different free online tools can help users quickly and reliably understand the
original context of an online content (image or video). Image search is similar
to the common textual online search: the main difference is that users do not
type on a keyword, but upload or select an image. The results therefore will
not be textual, but visual.
The main reverse image search tools are Google Images, Yandex, Bing
and TinEye. They work in the same way: users can copy and paste a link to an
image and, once the search has run, results will be made by similar-looking
(or identical) images to the one uploaded by the users. If possible, the results
show additional information regarding the image, such as date, time and a link
to the original upload.
RevEye reverse image search is a Chrome extension that allows users to
perform inverse image searches simply by right-clicking on any image on
a website. Using RevEye you can automatically choose between the image
search engines by Google, Yandex, Bing, and TinEye. The InVid-WeVerify
extension is a plugin tool that allows users to fragment videos into keyframes
and images.
Decontextualization of text and image is an extremely common phenomenon
on social networks, where huge amounts of visual contents are often
accompanied by false and misleading information. This category includes a
specific news item about wolves that is taken out of context and has been
resurfacing again and again for years. In such cases, reverse image search
helps. Let’s take a closer look.
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EXAMPLE 4.
In November 2020, the regional branch of the Italian national television
broadcasted a video about seven
wolves moving in the area of
Motta di Costigliole, a town near
Asti (Piedmont). The information
was false and the video has been
decontextualized: the video was
originally shot by a hunter near
Campotto, part of the Argenta
township, near Ferrara (in Emilia
Romagna region, Northern Italy).
Moreover, in the following days, the
video was often shared online with
further confusion about the original
context, and many social network
users said it was shot in different
parts of the Northern region of
Lombardy: according to some, the
pack was next to the Secchia river,
ner Mantua, or in several other
locations in the same province such
as Quistello, Suzzara, Portiolo and
Viadana. Some news outlets even
placed the location of the video in
Rome.
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Look for motive
The final phase of the verification process deals with motive: why was the
analyzed content created in the first place? Which reactions is it trying to elicit
in the user or in the reader? The answers are often directly linked to what you
discovered during the previous steps of the verification process.
Let’s go back to the wolves and look at an example where the search for
motive has made it possible to understand that a case of bad information was
involved, where many inaccuracies ended up in conveying a completely false
news item.
EXAMPLE 5.
In 2015 a blog published an article under the title: Bitten by a wolf at the gas
station, man from Marsica assaulted and injured during the night. The article was
about a man that was attacked by a wolf and bitten while he was refueling his
car at a gas station in the L’Aquila province (in the Abruzzo region of Central
Italy). According to the man, he was able to take shelter in his own car and,
once he was able to reach the ER, he sought medical assistance for his injury.
The dynamics of the events, however, raise numerous doubts.
As LIFE WolfAlps Eu verified, no independent confirmation on the event
could be obtained by hospitals in the area. The Forest Rangers were not able
to reach the supposed victim by phone or any other means, there was no
evidence of the presence of a wolf (such as tracks) in the area next to the gas
station where the attack supposedly took place, and in the following days one
of the persons allegedly involved denied the event on Facebook. This example
shows how sometimes fake news arises with the sole intention of obtaining
widespread attention by the general public.
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Between reality and myth:
urban legends and hoaxes
about wolves
Debunking the most common false stories

Most of the well-known stories on wolves are
false and unfounded, but they are also so
widespread that people commonly think
they are true. This happens largely because
the narrative around wolves is suspended
between myth, compelling but often conspiratorial,
and reality, prosaic but inaccurate. In this battle, myths
still win over facts.
But what is wrong in current stories around wolves?
What is true?
Let’s take a closer look together.
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The wolf howls at the moon
FALSE

Wolves howl, but it is false that they they howl at the moon. Howling is useful
for long distance communication, to signal the position of a pack, identify where
prey are, and to report a danger. Wolves howl both during the day and during
the night, and often the howling involves the entire pack, reinforcing the bond
between the members. Myths about wolves howling at the moon are probably
related to the fact that in the past it was more likely to hear the wolves’ howling
during the evenings when humans ventured outside their homes, which
probably happened around a full moon, since it offered more light for navigating
in the dark without torches. That is to say: wolves howl frequently, but people
simply took notice during nights with full moons.

The wolf has been reintroduced

Wolf eats mainly sheep and livestock
FALSE

The wolf is an opportunistic predator, able to adapt to its habitat and
environmental conditions. It preys on the most abundant species, usually
preferring the most vulnerable ones. Domestic animals can also be part of
wolf’s prey.
Prevention, most commonly through electric fences and livestock guardian
dogs, is needed to defend livestock when wolves are present in those areas.
There are no universally valid strategies to prevent a wolf attack, and each
solution needs to be studied and planned in each specific area. It is possible
that wolves in dispersal (wolves that are mostly alone and without knowledge
of the area) approach domestic animals more frequently than wolves forming
part of a stable pack: also in these specific cases, what makes the difference is
a prevention strategy.

FALSE

Neither in Italy nor in Europe the wolf has been captured, relocated and then
released with the purpose of repopulating specific areas. Simply put, it is not true
that the wolf has been reintroduced. During the last forty years, the expansion
of the wolf in Italy has been correlated to the natural ecology of the species
and favoured by ecological and socio-economic factors. Humans have directly
and indirectly encouraged this process, thanks to the legally protected status
of wolves, both nationally and internationally, on one side and on the other
thanks to the depopulation of rural areas in favor of urban ones, as well as the
reintroduction in some specific areas of ungulates that are the natural prey of
the wolf (e.g. roe and fallow deer, red deer, wild boars).

Photo credits: LIFE WolfAlps EU
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The number of wolves can grow exponentially at the
local scale
FALSE

Contrary to a common belief, it is not true that in a specific area the number of
wolves can grow exponentially: the number of animals in a single area is stable
over time. Each territory hosts a specific number of wolves’ packs and in each
pack only the dominant male-female couple reproduces Vonce a year. Younger
animals abandon the pack of origin in their 2nd or 3rd year of life.

Wolves’ movements are tracked using microchips
FALSE

Among the (false) common beliefs, the one according to which the movements
of one or more wolf specimens would be traceable thanks to the presence of a
microchip inserted under the skin is very widespread.
In reality, this is incorrect information.
Microchips are a kind of identity card totally inserted under the skin
equivalent to the old tattoo practised on the belly of owned dogs.
If a dog runs away, the microchip will not help the owner find it, but it will be
useful if the dog is taken to a place (such as a dog shelter or a veterinary clinic)
where it is possible to use a special device able to read the microchip.
To locate a dog or a wolf you need a GPS radio collar, consisting of a highquality GSM module, an antenna and a battery: it is a much more bulky and
invasive device than a microchip.

Wolf’s paws are thermoregulated
TRUE

It is correct. Wolves are digitigrades, i.e. an animal that stands or walks on its
digits, or toes, instead of the whole sole, and their paws are similar to a big
dog’s ones. The paws’ temperature is independently regulated compared to
the rest of the body, so that the wolf is able to keep its paws at a temperature
above freezing and can walk in those areas with a lot of snow and ice.

Photo credits: Francesco-Panuello-Archivio Aree Protette Alpi Marittime

Photo credits: Gabriele Cristiani

38

Photo credits: Giulia Bombieri

39

Wolves are dangerous for people
FALSE

Wolves are wary of humans, considered a potential threat to be avoided. Since
the second post-war period, no assaults on humans by wolves have been
confirmed as true in Italy. An exceptional case happened in Otranto (southern
Italy) in 2020, but it involved a habituated wolf. The last sporadic episodes of
aggression reported in Europe have in common the feature of always involving
habituated animals. In other countries, such as Iran, predations are more
common.
Wolves are wild animals and a behavior of respect and good common sense is
always recommended: if the wolf is feeding or is with its pups, it must not be
disturbed. If the wolf appears wounded or in need of help, it is recommended
to contact the competent authorities (local health authorities, Park authorities,
local police). Never give food to wolves, and never approach them.

Wolves’ eyesight is not excellent
TRUE

It is true. Researchers explain that it is not easy to understand the exact
amount of precision with which a single wolf can focus an object, but it seems
that the eyesight – especially the long distance one – is the wolves’ weaker
sense. Myopia is linked to the lack of fovea centralis, a small depression within
the neurosensory retina where visual acuity is at the highest.
Peripheral vision helps wolves in identifying shapes and movements even at
long distance and night vision is usually better and more accurate than the
diurnal one.
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Glossary

Choosing the right words

.05

News related to wolves are often spread through incorrect words. How do you
know what words to use? Which words are correct?
News stories, social media users and online articles often talk about wolves
through words like «attack», «tear to pieces», «massacre», «carnage»,
«laceration». Those words are part of the English language, but their use is
incorrect if you are talking about wolves and their habitats. There are some
technical terms that you should use if you write something related to wolves
and their narratives, or if you simply talk about it.
In the following pages you will find a glossary that collects words that best
suited wolves narratives. You will also find some words related to factchecking and debunking. Read and learn the information, it will be useful for
challenging yourself!
Source of all the definitions: Cambridge Dictionary’s definition
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B

Bold wolf: a wolf that repeatedly tolerates recognisable humans within a distance
of 30mt or even actively approaches people within such distance. A prerequisite is
a strong habituation, reinforced by positive conditioning.
Bot: a computer program that works automatically, especially one that searches
for and finds information on the Internet.

C

Carnivore: a flesh eating mammals with strong, curved and piercing teeth.Not all
carnivores are exclusive meat eaters, some can have a diet based on a different
array of food, including vegetables. Species like wolves are characterized by ferine
teeth, developed molars that are useful when the animals need to mince meat.
Code of Principles (Ifcn): a series of commitments organizations abide by to
promote excellence in fact-checking.

D

Deepfake: a video or sound recording that replaces someone’s face or voice with
that of someone else, in a way that appears real.
Disinformation: an information that is false and deliberately created to harm a
specific person, social or ethnic group, organization or country.

F

Fact-Checking: the process of checking that all the facts in a piece of writing, a
news article, a speech, etc. are correct.
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Fake news: false stories that appear to be news, spread on the Internet or using
other media, usually created to influence political views or as a joke.

H

Habituation: the process of people or animals becoming used to something, so
that they no longer find it unpleasant or think it is a threat.
Hybridization: the process of producing offspring by mating two parents from
different varieties or species. Dogs and wolves are biologically the same species,
so they can mate and produce fertile offspring that are called “first generation
hybrids”.
Howl: sound that wolves use to communicate with each other and to enforce
relationships inside the pack. Howls are also a way to communicate who is the
owner of a specific area.

I

International Fact-Checking Network (Ifcn): the International Fact-Checking
Network is a unit of the Poynter Institute dedicated to bringing together factcheckers worldwide.

L

LIFE: is the EU’s funding instrument for the environment and climate action.
The general objective of LIFE is to contribute to the implementation, updating
and development of EU environmental and climate policy and legislation by cofinancing projects with European added value.
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M

Malinformation: a genuine information that is shared with an intent to cause
harm (addresses, phone numbers, private photos and videos).
Misinformation: an information that is false but not created with the intention
to cause harm.
Monitoring: observe and check the progress or quality of (something) over a
period of time; keep under systematic review.

P

Pack: Wolves are social carnivores and live and feed together. The basic social
unit of a wolf population is the mated pair. In Italy wolves’ pack is usually
composed of up to 5 wolves, but the number can change during the year
between 2 and 11 animals.
Predation: relationship that involves the capture and intake, as food, of an
organism of one species (prey) by another of another species (predator),
usually larger than the prey.
Protected species: a species of animal or plant which it is forbidden by law to
harm or destroy.

R

Reintroduction: intentional transfer and release of individuals of a species
inside their indigenous place where it disappeared.

S

Snow-tracking: is a non-invasive sampling technique that consists in tracing
backwards the tracks of wolves, following their movement when there is
snow on the ground. This technique gives indications about the number of
animals in a pack and facilitates the biological samples collection.
Species: a group of organisms that can reproduce with one another in nature
and produce fertile offspring.
Surplus killing: a behavior exhibited by predators, in which they kill more prey
than they can immediately eat and then cache or abandon the remainder.

T

Territory: any area defended by an organism or a group of similar organisms
for such purposes as mating, nesting, roosting, or feeding.
Troll: someone who leaves an intentionally annoying or offensive message on
the internet, in order to upset someone or to get attention or cause trouble.

U

Ungulate: herbivorous mammals characterized by hooves. Ungulate can be
Artiodactyl (examples that can be find in the Alpine region are cervids: roe
deer and deer, and bovids: chamois, ibex and mouflon) and Perissodactyl (like
equids).

w

Wolf-howling: sampling technique that exploits the wolf tendency a
reply to a howl. It consists in the issuance of recorded howling and
it serves to give information on the successful reproduction of stable wolf
packs.
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.06

Challenge yourself!
Crossword, quiz and solutions

In the next pages you will find some games that will test your knowledge
about fact-checking and verified information related to wolves.
How much do you know about fact-checking and debunking? Which are
the correct words that you need to use when talking about wolves? What
is true (and what is not)? Test yourself!
You will find all the solutions on page 57.
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Solve the crossword

Across

1. An information that is false but not created with the intention of causing
harm. 5. The acronym of the International Fact-Checking Network. 6. An

4
1

autonomous computer program on the Internet that can interact with users
or systems, and – regarding the spread of disinformation contents – can
help to propagate fake news and inflate the popularity of hoaxes on social
media platforms. 8. The Google search engine that allows you to search by
images. 10. A web search engine owned and operated by Microsoft.
11. People who set up social media accounts for the sole purpose of spreading
fake news and hoaxes. What they generally do is generate comments that
argue with people, insult and try to undermine the credibility of arguments
that they don’t like.

3

2

5

6
7
9

8

Down

1. An image or a video has been m*********d if one or more details have
been added or removed. 2. A place, person, or thing from which something
originates or can be obtained. 3. It’s not true. 4. An information that is false
10

and deliberately created to harm a specific person, social or ethnic group,
organisation or country. 7. A secret plan ordered by a group to do something
unlawful or harmful. 9. Facebook, Twitter and Instagram are s***** networks.

11

Solution on pag. 57
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Answer the questions
1. WHAT IS A BOT?
A An autonomous computer program on the Internet that can interact with users
or systems.
B A painting technique.
C The word has no meaning.

7. THE FIRST THREE WOLVES OF THE PICTURE ABOVE ARE SICK AND WEAK;
THE LAST FIVE WOLVES ARE THE STRONGEST; THE WOLVES IN THE MIDDLE
ARE FEMALE. THE LAST WOLF IS THE LEADER.

2. WHAT IS A DEEP FAKE?
A The dark web.
B A video of a person in which their face or body has been digitally altered so that
they appear to be someone else.
C Internet websites that spread only mis- or disinformation.
3. A CONTENT THAT WAS ORIGINALLY SATIRICAL COULD SPREAD
MISINFORMATION
A True. A satirical content without its original context could be considered real.
B False. A satirical content is always recognizable.
4. FACEBOOK’S PROFILE BIOGRAPHIES ARE ALWAYS TRUE. THE SOCIAL
NETWORK HAS A SPECIFIC TEAM THAT FACT-CHECKS EACH BIOGRAPHY
A True.
B False.
5. IS EDITING A VIDEO (ADDING OR REMOVING DETAILS) A WAY OF
MANIPULATION?
A No, and there is nothing wrong in it.
B Yes, and it can cause mis- or disinformation.
6. YANDEX IMAGE SEARCH, TINEYE, GOOGLE IMAGES ARE TOOLS THAT HELP
USER UNDERSTANDING IF:
A An article has already been fact-checked by independent fact-checkers.
B An image is original or not.
C A link could spread viruses.
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A
B
C

The picture and the description are real.
The picture is real, but the description is false.
The picture and the description are false.

8. WOLVES HOWL ONLY TO THE MOON; BECAUSE OF THAT, HOWLINGS CAN
BE LISTENED ONLY DURING THE NIGHT
A True.
B This handbook doesn’t cover this topic.
C False.

9.DURING THE LAST 40 YEARS, THE EXPANSION OF THE WOLF IN ITALY IS
THE RESULT OF THE NATURAL DYNAMICS OF THE SPECIES
A True.
B False.

Solutions on pag. 57
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Find the words
1. A
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. A

Quiz
Find the words
Apennines
Alps
Attack
Carnivores
Coat
Cubs

Howling
Hunt
Migration
Pack
Paws
Predator

Tracks
Wolf

Solution on pag. 57

Crossword
54

55

Bibliography
MANUALS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET
C. Silverman, Verification Handbook, terza edizione, 2020,
C. Wardle, Hossein Derakhshan, Information Disorder, 2017, available online
here
First Draft, Comprendere il disordine informativo, 2020, available online here
First Draft, Verifying Online Information, 2020, available online here
ARTICLES
Arbieu et al 2021 News selection and framing: the media as a stakeholder in human–carnivore coexistence. Environmental Research letter, available here
M. Nurra, ValigiaBlu (23 novembre 2019), La disinformazione è una bestia dai
mille volti: impariamo a riconoscerla, available online here
Maiolini, C., Borgna, I., (2016) Il fact checking in LIFE WOLFALPS. In: Carotenuto
L. & Zibordi F. (a cura di). Linee guida per la comunicazione faunistica. Edizione
Belvedere (Latina), le scienze (27) - A.T.It. Onlus, available here
S. Vosoughi, D. Roy, S. Aral, The spread of true and false news online, Science, Vol.
359, Issue 6380, pp. 1146-1151, 09 Mar 2018, available online here.
The most political animal. The Atlantic, available here.

Partners and co-financier
Partner

Co-financier

Web references

www.ifcncodeofprinciples.poynter.org
www-facta.news
www.lifewolfalps.eu
www.nationalgeographic.org/media/wolves-fact-and-fiction
www.poynter.org/ifcn
www.treccani.it

56

57

